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Taking Our Place In The Arts 
The Laurentian Youth Network, in collaboration with the 4 Korners Family Resource Centre 
and Canadian Heritage, is proud to announce the launch of Taking Our Place in the Arts - a 
project which will focus on bringing our young local English and French-speaking Artists, 
Musicians, Dancers, Performers, Filmmakers, Writers, Poets, and Photographers together to 
showcase and promote their work and talent. This group will form a traveling exhibit that will 
tour the Laurentians over the spring and summer. The first show will be held at the Taking Our 
Place Youth Forum on March 16th. If you are interested in becoming a part of our team of 
Artists, please call Shawna Dunbar at (450)226-5756 or e-mail at shawna.dunbar@cgocable.ca . 
Read on for more details. 
 
The aim of the Taking Our Place In The Arts project is to bring young English-speaking and 
French-speaking Artists of all disciplines together to create an Arts committee that will 
collaborate on a traveling exhibit focused on personal and cultural identity bringing cross-cultural 
awareness to its members as well as its audience. 
 
The first show will take place at the Laurentian Youth Network’s Taking Our Place Forum 
on Sunday, March 16th 2008, at the Gray Rocks Hotel, Mt-Tremblant, where English-speaking 
Laurentian youth will discuss their needs and ideas for their communities, giving them the 
opportunity to network and find solutions together. Local politicians, media, and 
representatives from many organizations will be there to listen. The Taking Our Place In 
The Arts Group will help bring a sense of cultural awareness to the forum as well as promoting 
the needs and abilities of our young Arts community.  To attend the forum and be there for the 
first art showing, you must register, as places are limited (see below for details). 
 
There will be 5 subsequent shows between May 2008 and September 2008, at various venues 
throughout the Laurentians including music and arts festivals, galleries, fairs, and more. These 
shows will bring the participating Artists exposure, help them gain recognition, and allow them to 
network with other Artists, as well as other professionals in the art world. 
 
About the Laurentian Youth Network: We have a low youth-retention rate in the Laurentian 
region. Young people tend to get an education, and then take these valuable skills with them to 
bigger cities outside the region. This may be partially due to low employment rates and low 
community participation. The result is that we are losing  valuable assets in our communities: our 
youth, our future. We believe that Laurentian communities can respond to the needs of their 
youth, and keep them here - as engaged, connected, and contributing members of their 
communities. The Laurentian Youth Network is being put into place to allow youth to network 
and collaborate, while fostering alliances between English-speaking and French-speaking 
organizations.  It will also develop leadership skills and make it easier for young people to 
contribute to their communities, ultimately retaining more youth in the Laurentian region. 
 
For interviews please contact:      Registrations / information: 
Amanda Fourgere:      Shawna Dunbar 
Amanda@takingourplace.org     shawna.dunbar@cgocable.ca  
Amanda- Fougere@hotmail.com    Shawna@takingourplace.org 
450 473- 2140       (450)226-5756 

Laurentian Youth Network Co-ordination: Lise Palmer 
450.974.3940 / 1.877.974.3940 info@takingourplace.org / www.takingourplace.org 




